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Making Meaning: it’s not what but how

	Essential Understandings: 

1. The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

2. A variety of strategies can be used to promote comprehension

3. Reading fluency is essential to comprehension.

4. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

5. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

6. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

7. Literature helps to shape human thought.

8. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

9. Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication.

10. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

11. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

12. Culture affects the way language is used.

13. Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communication.

14. Correct sentence structure is necessary for effective communication

15. Appropriate word choice improves communication..

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.

4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


	Essential Question: How does literature mean?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the ways an author conveys meaning.

	Understand the semiotic process of making meaning according to brain-based research.

	Know the difference between what and how when analyzing texts.

	Understand the process for critical reading that emphasizes how a text means.

	Know how to analyze a text according to authorial techniques employed to convey meaning.

	Know how to analyze multimedia texts, including alphabet texts and image texts


	Suggested Strategies
	· Utilize the four-step critical process for reading on alphabet and visual texts.
· Analyze model essays that model critical reading with an emphasis on how the text means 
· Identify the impact of structural elements in Gilgamesh on interpretive possibilities

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write an comparative essay on a poem and a painting
· Formal writing: literary analysis essay series: bring together Ciardi, Nabokov, Wilbur, and Gilgamesh
· Analyze a contemporary issue in relation to Gilgamesh themes

	Suggested Resources
	· Nobokov, “Good Readers and Good Writers”; Ciardi, “Robert Frost:  The Way to the Poem”; Frost, “Stopping by the Woods on a Snowy Evening”; Wilbur, “Boy at the Window”; Gilgamesh; John White untitled illustration in Harriot’s Report of the New Found Land of Virginia; Eco, Kant and the Platypus: Essays on Language and Cognition

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Paperless classroom—electronic writing process from draft and revision through editing and final publication
· Electronic organizers, including PowerPoint and Publisher applications
· Internet research for historical artifacts related to texts

	Content Vocabulary
	· how versus what in relation to literary analysis, persuasion, G/genesis, critical reading, beast – god classification, token, type, content (specific to semiotic schema)

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


The Reader as Writer, the Writer as Reader
	Essential Question: How do you read like a writer and write like a reader?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand reading in the persona of a writer in order to identify authorial elements

	Know how to write with the reader in mind, predicting the readers’ practices

	Understand the process of evolving a thesis in an analytical essay

	Know revision strategies to accommodate shifts in analysis foci and/or audiences

	Know how to locate secondary sources from academic databases for research

	Know how to write analytical prose incorporating secondary resources with appropriate MLA documentation


	Suggested Strategies
	· Explore authorial elements in the text
· Offer a metatext of written critical analysis that uncovers the writer’s predictions of readers’ practices
· Offer a metatext of reading that uncovers the reader’s identification of a writer’s practice

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write an evolving thesis for an analytical essay
· Identify the modification and evolution of a thesis in a model essay
· Write a critical analysis incorporating secondary resources with MLA formatting and documentation style
· Paper revisions that improve clarity, depth, and organizational sense.

	Suggested Resources
	· Rosenwasser and Stephen, Writing Analytically;

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Web: Wordpress.com; english219prosewikispaces.com, english219poetrywikispaces.com; Purdue Owl site

	Content Vocabulary
	· analysis, evolving thesis, metatext, voice, style

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


What does it mean to be human?
	Essential Question: How does literature reveal multiple conceptions of what it means to be human?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand multiple conceptions of what it means to be human that are reflected in literature

	Understand that conceptions of what it means to be human have changed over time

	Understand the connection among language processing, ontology, and epistemology

	Know how to trace the development of a definition of what it means to be human in a single text

	Understand that cultural values are derived from conceptions of what it means to be human

	Understand contemporary expressions of the nature of what it means to be human that are reflected in various texts, including media, architecture, and museum design


	Suggested Strategies
	· Compare literary expressions of what it means to be human across time and place
· Paraphrase and summarize text
· Graphically organize literary features of a text

	Suggested Assessments
	· Formal writing: literary analysis essay exploring The Republic as a novel
· Objective writing: compare individual rights versus the public good with Socrates, Kane, and a contemporary issue
· Describe Socrates’s conception of censorship in relation to contemporary censorship issues
· Construct a “perfectly just city”
· Write a critical analysis of a close reading of a text
· Field Trip: train to NYC followed by walk from Times Square to Central Park to the “Giant of Kirimsabi” exhibit in the Carl Akeley African Hall in the American Museum of Natural History
· Write about the reflection of cultural notions of what it means to be human in media, architecture, and museum design—particularly Times Square, Central Park, and the Carl Akeley African Hall in the American Museum of Natural History; compare trip progress to the “Allegory of the Cave”

	Suggested Resources
	· Shakespeare, Hamlet; Kafka, The Metamorphosis; Percy, “The Loss of the Creature”; Haraway, “Teddy Bear Patriarchy: Taxidermy in the Garden of Eden, New York City, 1908-1936”; Plato, The Republic; Kane, Neither Beasts Nor Gods

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Web quests
· Internet news organization research
· Graphic organization through electronic applications

	Content Vocabulary
	· ontology, epistemology, allegory, novel, parable, the “noble lie,” the “Divided Line,” the “Allegory of the Cave,” the “Myth of Er,” tragedy, tragic hero

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Ways of Reading
	Essential Question: How can the same text support multiple readings, multiple purposes, and multiple meanings?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know strategies for critically analyzing images, multimedia texts, architecture, and spaces

	Understand the fundamental theoretical elements of structural criticism

	Understand the fundamental theoretical elements of formal criticism

	Understand the fundamental theoretical elements of new criticism

	Understand the fundamental theoretical elements of feminist criticism

	Understand the fundamental theoretical elements of semiotics

	Understand the fundamental theoretical elements of psychoanalytical criticism

	Understand the fundamental theoretical elements of Marxist criticism

	Understand the fundamental theoretical elements of deconstruction

	Know how to construct new meaning from Socratic discourse


	Suggested Strategies
	· Apply various critical lenses to the same text.
· Explore diverse critical perspective models of a text.
· Research academic discourse that explains and explores critical perspectives through texts.
· Participate in a Socratic discourse.

	Suggested Assessments
	· Present a critical analysis of a single text from multiple perspectives.
· Comparing theoretical literary perspectives with contemporary issues
· Formal writing: literary or art analysis essay framed by literary theory
· Analysis of advertising and popular culture texts for underlying theoretical perspectives
· Journal reflections on Socratic discourse processes and discoveries.

	Suggested Resources
	· Bartholomae and Petrosky, Ways of Reading; Foucault, “Panopticism”; Berger, “Ways of Seeing”; Bordo, “Hunger as Ideology”; Berger, “Ways of Seeing”; Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction”; Frere, “The ‘Banking’ Concept of Education”
· Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter
· Melville, Moby Dick
· Cervantes, Don Quixote
· Dante, The Divine Comedy
· Dostoevsky, Crime and Punishment

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· UConn library electronic resource, internet advertising review, art resources at online museums

	Content Vocabulary
	· deconstruction, feminism, formalism, new criticism, Marxism, new historicism, psychoanalysis, semiotics, structuralism,

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Reading Poetry
	Essential Question: What is poetry?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand characteristics of poetic discourse

	Know the traditions of poetic discourse

	Understand the function of poetry within a culture and across cultures

	Know strategies for critically analyzing poetry

	Understand the relationship between reader and writer established through the genre of poetry

	Understand the value of multiple critical approaches to reading poetry

	Understand the capacity for poetry sustaining multiple readings and its consequences to culture


	Suggested Strategies
	· Engage in reading multiple poetic selections of single authors on a regular basis

· Review established critical perspectives and literary theory for potential lenses through which poetry can be read

· Identify cultural mores and values challenged, confronted and supported in poems

· Chart the Critical Process for Reading (CPR) in a poem

· Identify personal bias in reading poem

· Recognize poets’ strategies for constructing the readers’ experience

· Analyze multiple secondary source materials commenting on a single poem

· Socratic seminars on individual poems and on specified poets

· Create a poetic terminology wiki that includes found examples

· Poem-in-your-pocket: students respond to a single poem carried with them for one week periods


	Suggested Assessments
	· Maintain a blog of responses to poems, poets, and poetic discourse that exhibits connection between poetry and students’ experiences

· Write a critical analysis of a poem or pair of poems based on credible and academic secondary source materials with MLA citation
· Formal writing: literary analysis essay surveying the poetry of one writer
· Graphic representations of poetic imagery

	Suggested Resources
	· Elizabeth Bishop, Complete Poems

· Multiple poetry sources online

· MLA guide

· Packard, William. Poet’s Dictionary: A Handbook of Prosody and Poetic Devices. New York: HarperPerrenial, 1994.

· Padget, Ron. The Teachers and Writers Handbook of Poetic Forms. New York: Teachers & Writers Collaborative, 2000.

· MLA Literature Database of scholarly journals

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Moodle interactive assignment and resource database

· Wordpress.com: creating and maintaining a blog with the aim to engage internet readers in discourse

· Wiki: poetry terminology—terms supplied; students define and provide examples for each term

	Content Vocabulary
	· Poetic and literary terms, particularly: chiasmus, meiosis, motif, sestina, synecdoche, synesthesia, villanelle 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Ways of Being: Philosophy in Literature
	Essential Question: How does one select a way of being in the world?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand various philosophical tenets reflected in literature, including, but not limited to, those associated with Sophism, Idealism, Old Testament Theology, Metaphysics, Nihilism, Existentialism, Dualism, Empiricism, and Pragmatism 

	Understand philosophical perspectives embedded in literary presentations of character

	Understand philosophical writing as literature

	Understand literature as an expression of philosophical exploration

	Understand how philosophical perspectives are shaped by literary discourse over time


	Suggested Strategies
	· Identify philosophical perspectives in literature

· Illustrate the theory of forms

· Chart the dialectic process

· Compare and contrast philosophic tenets of various perspectives

· Create a characterization map that exhibits a given philosophy

· Read a traditional philosophical text as a work of literature, attending to how the text means via literary technique

· Trace philosophical discourse among Western writers over time

	Suggested Assessments
	· Formal writing: literary or art analysis essay that uncovers a philosophical perspective in the character, imagery, or theme

· Analyze images in popular culture that reflect philosophical perspective supported in literature

· Compare classical philosophical issues with contemporary societal issues

· Create a representative image or icon for a character in a text and offer an oral presentation on its expression of the philosophical perspective of that character


	Suggested Resources
	· Grendel, John Gardner

· “Hamlet, King Lear, Shakespeare

· Was ist Auflarung?”, Immanuel Kant

· The Stranger, Albert Camus

· The Metamorphosis, Franz Kafka

· “In the Penal Colony,” Franz Kafka

· The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (http://www.iep.utm.edu/)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Linked text creation

· Internet research

· Review images and art via internet

	Content Vocabulary
	· philosophy, dualism, existentialism, empiricism, metaphysics, nihilism, pragmatism, sophism, theology

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Academic Writing

	Essential Question: What function does academic writing serve to Western civilization?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the role of critical analysis writing in academia

	Know how critical perspectives are proposed, challenged, and adapted through academic writing discourse

	Understand the structures and forms of academic writing

	Understand the distinctions among plagiarism, paraphrasing, and summarizing

	Know MLA citation and formatting rules

	Understand the process of writing as perpetually revisionary and evolutionary


	Suggested Strategies
	· Trace the evolution of an idea across time in academic discourse

· Connect propositions in academic discourse to contemporary societal issues

· Read a variety of critical perspectives on a single text, both contemporary to one another and historically sequential

· Revise a single critical analysis for different audiences and different purposes

· Peer revision

· Model different critical analysis authors and structures

· Paraphrase and summarize a critical analysis of a literary text

· Paraphrase and summarize a critical analysis of a cultural artifact

· Journal personal style development over time

	Suggested Assessments
	· Write a critical analysis for different audiences and different purposes

· Provide multiple revisions of an essay that exhibit development and refinement of sophistication

· Write a position paper contributing to discourse on a single idea historically developed in academic journals over time
· Construct collaborative responses to a text

· Metatext: develop an essay reflecting on the process of writing
· Correctly cite and format an essay according to MLA rules

	Suggested Resources
	· Writing Analytically, David Rosenwasser & Jill Stephen

· MLA literary journal database

· Elements of Style, Strunk and White

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Online database, Boolean search strategies, graphic organization via PowerPoint, online media sharing platforms for collaborative writing

	Content Vocabulary
	· academic discourse, credibility, critical analysis, cultural artifact

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values
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